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The college is a platform for manifestation of perfection through higher education
since 1966, “PRAGATI" is the facebook of potentials of the students beyond the curriculum.
The voyage of “Pragati” has increased its importance more and more with the symphony
oftime. The mottoof "PRAGATI™ is to reach the students poorest of the poor in confidence
a2bout their capability that has been diverged by the student’s representatives, teachers
and non-teaching staff of the college since long with responsibility more that imagination,
The COVID-19 pandemic peariod is the latest glittering evidence of reaching the education
to the students by all the stake holders including NS5 and NCC units for ove rall development
of students in addition to the teaching-leaming-evaluation e-process. All the stake holders
have adopted the online and offline processes almost perfectly to reach the students and
have tried te transform from “Students to education process” to the "education to students
process”, “PRAGATI 2020-21" absolutely goes to the members and convener of the
Magazine Committee Sonamukhi College in addition to all other stake holders.

"

{ Bappaditya Mandal )
Principal
SONAMUEHI COLLEGE
Sonamukhl, Bankura




‘ Editorial Message I

“If you want to build a ship, don’t drum up the men ta gather wood, divide the work,
and give orders. Instead, teach them to yaam for the vast and endless sea” = Antaine de
Saint Exupery,

Likewise the magazine also teaches the budding artists to desire for the vast and
endless sea of knowledge. The magarine of an institution 5 a platform of promoting various
academic, creative and diversified activities undertaken by the institute to reflect the
dynamic students and dedicated fraternity of the institute, It is a reflection of feats,
accomplishments and relentless endeavors of the Institution in every realm of education,
The College Magazine is also a medium for recording events that exhibit the lterany skills
of our students. it is a mode to see the reftection of our achievements,

Educational Institutes are the centers of wisdom for life. Today, as highly skilled PErsons
and professional manpower are badly needed, there s 3 mighty demand of all-round
performance of the pupils. Publishing college magazine is an endeavor from the part of
the college for the all-round performance of the students to achieve perfectian.

It gives me immense pleasure to oring to you the latest edition of our in-house college
magazine “PRAGATI" exclusively meant for whipping out the latent writings and talents
of students and staff members. | am sure that this magazine will be informative and
resourceful. | congratulate 3l the contributors and the members of the editerial board for
their determined eforts for bringing out such avibrant annual magazine. | zlso congratulate
our honorable Principal Sir for his zeal and enthusiasm for the publication of the magazine.
| take immense deep pleasure in presenting to you our college Magazine- “PRAGATI" for
the session 2020-2021. | again express my sincere gratitude tothe centributers of various
wrile-ups of the magazine,

In conclusion, | can say, “Education is not the filling of a pail but lighting of the Fire" by
putting the unforgettable words of WE Yeats.

o r——

L':- (e T
Convener, Magazine Commitiee

Date :

h——
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MEMBERS OF THE GOVERNING BODY

SLNO. | NAMEOF MEMBERS DESIGNATION
I SURCIIT MUKHERIEE PRESIDENT
2 Dr. BAPEADITYA MANDAL SECRETARY

E Dr, NITYANANDA PATRA REPRESENTATIVE OF WRBSCHE
2 Dr. JOYMALYA GHAR GOVT. NOMINEE
5 UDAYCHAND SAHA GOV, NOMINEE

5 SUCHITRA MUKHERTEE " BKUNOMINEE
7 ARPAN BHATTACHARYA BXU NOMINER
8 Dr. RATUL SAHA TEACHERS' REPRESENTATIVE
g Dr. DIPAK KUMAR HENS TEACHERS® REPRISENTATIVE
10 MANAS KUMAR GANGULY  TEACHERS' REPRESENTATIVE
1" ANISUR RAHAMAN MANDAL NTS REPRESENTATIVE
12 G.S. OF STUDENTS C-OUNCL. STUDENTS REPRESENTATIVE
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MEMBERS OF THE MAGAZINE COMMITTEE
SLND. | MAME OF MEMBERS CESIGNATION
1 Drr. BAPPADITYA MANDAL CHATRFERSON
B SUPRIYA SAHA CONVENER
3 Sk MOINUL HOOUE MEMEER
] Tr. SUMANA SANYAL MEMBER i
5 Dr. SADUAN KUMAR PATRA MEMBER
f RATESH KUMAR DIKSHIT MEMEER
7 FADMALOCHAN HANSDIA MEMBER
78 BIDISHA BASU MEMBEER
g ANISUR RAHAMAN MANDAL MEMBER
10 STUDENTS REFRESENTATIVE MEMEER
11 GEOF STUDENTS COVUMNCIL MEMEER
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NAMES OF TEACHING AND NON-TEACHING STAFF OF OUR COLLEGE
SLNGD, | NAME OF TEACHING STAFF DESIGNATION

| [, BAPPADITYA MONDAL PRINCIFAL

2 | D SWAPAN KUMAR SAMANTA ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF COMMERCE

3 | INDRAIIT DAS ASSOCIATH PROFESSOR OF POL SC

4 JOYDERE MANDAL ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS

5 DIPAK NIDGI ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF POLSC.

6 Dr, PARTHASARATHI DE ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR OF BOTANY

- Dr. SUBIR KUMAR CHOWDHURY ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF COMMERCE

g SK. MOINUL HAQUE ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF BENGALI

o BIPLAB BANERJEE GRADUATE LAB INSTRUCTOR OF ZOOLOGY

ki
[ ]

D, SUMANA SANYAL

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF BENGALIL

D, DIPAK KITMAR HENS

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF BOTAMY

Dr, RATUL SAHA

12 ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF ECONOMICS

13 SUDHAMOYEE EUMAR ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY

14 D SADHAN KUMAR PATRA ASSISTANT PROPESSOR OF SANSKRIT

15 SUBHENDU RUIDAS ASSISTANT FROFESSOR OF MATHEMATICS

16 SURBHASREE MAJUMDAR ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF 200LOGY

17 | DrSAIKAT DOLIN ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF PHYSICS

e Tor, SADHAN KUMAR ROY ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF CHEMISTRY

19 Dr. INANOIIAL CHANDA ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF CHEMISTRY

20 JAYDEEP SINGHA ASSISTANT PROTESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY

71 RAMPRASAD KANRAR ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF PHILOSOPHY

7 MANAS KUMAR GANGULY LIERARIAN :

23 SUSORHAN MONDAL ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF ZO0LOGY
24 ANUPAM MANDAL ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF SANSKRIT

25 SAHAJAHAN ZAMADAR ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF HISTORY

2% ASHIS PANDIT ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF GEOCRAPHY

¥l SUPRITA SaHA AESISTANT PROFESSOR OF EMNGLISH

28 | ASIM SAMAJPATI ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF COMMERCE

20 Dr. KITHELT MUKHOPADYAY ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF ECONOMICS

RAJESH KUMAR DIKSHIT

ASSISTANT FROFESSOR OF COMMERCE

PADMALOCHAN HANSDIA

ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF ENGLISH

De. SATKAT BASU

ASSISTANT PROPESSOR OF PHYSICS

BIDISHA BASU

T ASSISTANT PROFESSOR OF BEENGALI

D, TRIMN BARYIN

ASSISTANT FROFESSOR OF BENGALL

JAYANTA DUTTA

ASSOCIATE PROFESEDR OF COMMERCE
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i fd'b NAME OF TEACHING STAFF DESIGNATION Y
1 | TANIMA MOHANTA SACT-1 OF BENGALI
2 MREINMMOY SARKAR SACT-1 FACULTY OF BEMNGALI
3 | MOQBUL HAQUE SACT-Il OF BENGALI
4 | MADHAB KUNDU SACT-Il OF HISTORY
5 | SUCHANDRACHATTOPADHAYA SACT-l OF PHILOSOPHY
& ASIM KOMER SACT-IEOF HISTORY
7 | PURNIMASHIT SACT-Il OF SANSKRIT
% | INDRAMATH MUKHERIEE SACT-1l OF ENGLISH
3 | SUMANA KABIRAJ SACT-1l OF ZOOLOGY
10 | ASHOKE GHOSH SACEII OF HISTORY
11 | XAJOLPAL SACT-Il OF SANSKRIT
12 | ACHINTYA ADHIKARY SACT-Il OF SANSKRIT
13 | ASHOK DHANI SACT-Il OF PHILOSOPHY
| 14 | SWAGATACHAKRABORTY SACT-Il OF POLSC. i
15 SALIL BHLIN SACT-11 OF ENGLISH
16 | SUDESHNA PAL SACT-Il OF BOTANY
17 | SANTU KONAR SACT-I| OF CHEMISTRY
18 | SUBHAJIT DEY SACT-1l OF COMP. SC.
19 | ASIM KUMAR GUIN SACT-Il OF EDUCATION
20 | SAMAPTI RUDRA SACT-II OF EDUCATION
21 | PROSENJIT RANA SACT-Il OF EDUCATION
22 TIMKEL PALIT SACT=11 OF EMGLISH
23 | IHANTU BANGAL SACT-il OF GEOGRAPHY
24 | SAMIT DATTA SACT-Il OF GEOGRAPHY
35 | WONDIT GHOSH SACT-11 OF HISTORY
26 | AKSAY LAHA SACT-Il OF HISTORY
37 | MILAN KUNDU SACT-I| OF PHILOSOPHY
38 | SWARUP MUKHERIEE SACT-11 OF PHY. EDU.
79 | KABERICHATTERIJEE SACT-1l OF POL SC.
30 | BIDHAN CHAUDHURI SACT- OF PHYSICS
31 | ANTARA KONAR SACTIl OF SANSKRIT
32 | IvoTIRMOY PANIA SACT-Il OF ZODLOGY R
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- :IE- NAME OF TEACHING STAFF DESIGNATION i
33 | BISWAIT BARAT INVITED SPEAKER OF MATH.
34 | SUJAN BANERIEE INVITED SPEAKER OF SOCIAL WORK
L 35 | KAMALAKANTA SHOW INVITED SPEAKER OF SOCIAL WORK
SL.NO. | NAME OF NON-TEACHING STADE DESIGNATION
1 MOHAN CHANDRA DUTTA TYPIST (HEAD CLERK IN-CHARGE)
2 | ANANDA DAS CASHIER
3 ANISITR RAHAMAN MONDAL LEC (ACCOUNTANT IN-CHARGE)
4 | ASOKEGAN LD
5 | AYANANTA LOHAR LDC
& MRITYTNIAY MUKHERIEE BEARER
7 SWAPAN EUMAR ANKURE & PEON
B | DEBASISH BISWAS BEARER
9 | KUNTIDOME SWEEPER
10 | PRADIPNAG - GUARD
11 | LILABATI BHATTACHARYA LAB ATTENDANT OF CHEMISTRY
12 | BomiROY " LIERARY FEON
13 | LAKSMI KANTA MANDI LAB ATTENDANT OF ZOOLOGY
S Nex SAME OF NON-TEACHING STAFF LS NAT AN
| FRADIF DEY CASUIAL NTS
2 ASIS KUMAR PAL, CASUAL NTS i
3 SAMAR ALI KHAN CASTIAL NTS
3 SHANKAR DAS CASUIAL NTS
[ & RISWANATH ROY CASUAL NTS
6 AMARESH BAGDI CASUAL NTS
7 SUSHANTA GORAI CASUAL NTS
g AMIT DAK CASUAL NTS
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N Which Seciety it is?
e T e, ), T | Ety
AR — Smsmita Dey
e T i e Which Society it is7
i caraed .. ¢ That still can’t give respect to women
Damn this Society
Which Society it is?
This Society, that throws the baby in dustbin,
Just because she is a girl.
How cruel is her mother?
Why she did thas?
Even today Black and white people are being
differentiated in this Society.
This society is that Seciety where Rabindranath Tagore
was born, who settled the, discrimination between human beings.
This Socicty is that Society where Raja Rammohan Roy
fought against "Satidaha Pratha®.
This Society is that society where Tshwar Chandra Vidyasagar
introduced the practice of "The Hindu Widows’ Re-marriage”.
Yet today women do not get respect,
They do not get rights,
They are marginalized, oppressed,
tortured by the Society.
Damn this Society.
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The Eclipse of Earth
— Karno Kapri (Eng -6th Sem)

Neat ceiling of the hole
Is gamng on feared existence.
Day - night's eyes are exclaimed
They did never see in nrevious

Round, the eclipse . Earth.

Any eclipse of noble Galaxy can’t
Stay with time 1o move, but
This eclipse carmies its incrément
With each micro part of time
And gpreads the shadow swiftly wide.

The rocks, valley, nver, woods
And plain unchangingly moving,
But only a species cancered
In breast of earth, the toughen race
Of creation goes to loss day to day.

The human eater gloomy cloud
COVETS
The earth with black. The silent weep

Of globe reflects in the comers of

land,
Midst the havoc. The entire causes

Faor Corona, the eclipse of earth
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Some Interesting and mind blown facts that you may do not know
— Abhijit Roy (Chemistry Honours)

@ Interesting Confusion :-

{i) Can UJ cry under water? (i) Do fishes ever get thirsty?

(i) If money does not grow on trees, Why do banks have branches?

{iv) Why does not glue stick 1o it's bottle? {v) Why does round Pizza come in square box?

@ Did vou know T:-
{i) If vou place a ripe banana next to a green tomato the tomato will mpen due 1o the
cthylene gas produced by the banana.

{ii) Dolphins, whales and Apes are the only animals other than humans know to commit
suicide. (i) Your reflection in mirror is always younger than you

@ Amazing Facts on Chemistry :-

{i) Do you know air changes in Fiquid form at —195° C? (ji) Famed chemist Glenn Seaborg
was the only person who could write his address in chemical elements.

(iii) I you pour a handful of salt into a glass of water, the water level will go down.

@ Math Facts :-
(i) I you multiply 6 by an even number, the answer will end with the same digit. (6 = 4=24)

[
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MY JOURNEY ASATEACHER

— Supriya Saha
Assistannt Professar of Fnglish

After the end of my H.S. examination in 1998, I used to go to Dewanganj Bazar(our
local market) for reading daily newspaper. One day Jaladhar dadu proposed me to teach his
two nephews-Debkumar and Debanjan. Then and there 1 agreed to be their private tutor as
T had no other altemative but to accept it if [ would want to carry on my higher studies. As
a teacher, they are my first students, Both of them are now teachers of a high school and a
primary school respectively.

As the earning from the private tuition to the above two students failed to meet both
ends due to my hand to mouth condition, 1 started to offer private tuition in my home. Some
of the students whom [ coached in my home, are well- established and one of them is
working in BARC (Bhaba Atomic Research Centre).

As soon as [ joined Khardah High School (H.5.) in 2004 in rural Howrah, 1 discarded
private tuition. With filll energy and enthustasm, [ used to teach there. While introducing me
with the students of class X, our headmaster said, "He is your new teacher of Enghsh, very
enefgetic, very enthusiastic..". When I finished my class on that day, I heard the whisper
from my students, "Excellent sir”, "Heavy style of teaching” etc. They also said that my
teachirly impressed them. Some poor students who were unable to have private tutor, used
to come in the staff room to handover me some writings for correction. They were never
discouraged. I also encouraged the students of H.5. section to sit for periodical examination.
I used to evaluate those answer scripts in my rented room. This process, no doubt, improved
their capabilities and writing skill day by day.

One day while returning from class X, some students of class X1 waiting at the lawn,
came to me and said, " Sir, our guardians are incapable of providing private tuition in English.
How can we get the notes? Sir, we are at our wit's end!" I assured them that I will provide
them notes if not all. Their eyes glittered. They all passed in the final examination and some
of them got 120 out of 200 and getting this was enough difficult at that time.

Succeeding in 8th RLST of 88C, I joined Kishorepur V.C High School, resigning from
my previous school. Within one week of my joining, there was a guardian meeting in our
school. Unfortunately, 1 had to go to my previous school on that day to procure my LPC
{Last Pay Certificate).On the next day, while submitting the LPC, our headmaster said,
"Yesterday some guardians were enquining of you. Their wards are very pleased with vour
techmique of teaching " Hearing this, my jov knew no bounds. Irrespective of current situation,
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cocial environment and mental condition, 1 always stretched my helping hands towards m
students and this practiceis still practized. I'would generally distribute the specimen copie:
of books smong the poor students. I never bunked my class even if it was af §th period. Td(
not remember if ever 1 left my class before the scheduled time, So far mid-day meal i
concerned. [ along with my dear colleague Prakash offered in our ture fish, milk, mange
curd, payes, sweet for the first time in our school. It goes without saying that the number o’
mid-day meal takers geared during our turn as responsible teachers of mid-day meal

After joining Sonamukhi College, 1 was somewhat in a challenging situation whethe:
my performance would be like the previous performance in my school as the fields o
teaching are totally different. In the first class of my first day in our college, I clearly remember
a student of 2nd semester said, "1 won't miss any of your class, sir.” This remarked double
my self-confidence. A student of 3rd year remarked. "Sir, we would be happier if you wer:
with us 25 a teacher from the first vear." This also energized me manifold. In the sessio:
2019-20 a student of 2nd semester of Betur (near Patrasayer) was waiting in front of th:
cool water machine which is nearest to our classrooms. 1t was 2. 10pm. I met him as I wer
there o fill the bottle of my water. He informed, "Sir, as I can't catch the bus foor remurning
home after finishing your today’s class of 2.30pm to 3.30pm, Thave come by a bike." I too!
the class for one hour with that single smdent, The economical sacrifice of that economicall
marginalized student, sparkled me, instigated me, motivated me to deliver my lectur:
unconditionally as a professor,

No, 1 am not an ideal teacher. 1 do not expect to be an ideal teacher rather I can neve:
be an ideal teacher. T am the representative of those thousand teachers who make utmos
effort for the betterment of the students of marginalized families in rural Bengal. T am i the
group of those teachers to whom the attentive, regular, tirelessly effort-giving student
come without any hesitation to clear their doubt, to get the clarification of a poetic line ¢
to derive suggestion for their prospective firture. Surely none of them goes in empty hand

Success of & teacher, believe [, depends on the success of his students. 1 always try ©
satisfy my students with my limited knowledge. One cannot satisfy everyone when ther
remain some narfow self-interests of students. 1 am no exception 1o this. Yet most of ther
leave my class at the end of my class with a smiling, satisfied face. This is a great ment:
cafisfaction which to me is nothing but the spiritual reward. 1 pray to the Almighty God b
give me such sustaiming strength and power 50 that to my students, T can be a teacher in th
true sense of the term. What more do T want?

“The roots of Education are bitter, but the fruit is sweet.”
— Aristotile
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A LEAF FROM SIKKIM DIARIES....

DR. KUHELI MUKHOPADHYAY
JASSISTANT PROFESS(R, DERIRTMENT OF ECONCMICS,
SONAMUKHT COLLEGE, SONAMUKHI, BANKURA
MOBILE - 09830403516 EMAIL ADDRESS : kubeli gepjui@gmail.com

“TRAVEL MAKES ONE MODEST, YOU SEE WHAT A TINY PLACE YOU OCCUPY IN THE
WORLD." ~ GUSTAVE FLAUBERT

“WANDERLUST” -a term originating from two German words wandern (to hike) and
lust (desire) is a popular phrase with which I very often relate myself'to. Put more simply, it
is & strong desire to wander, travel and explore the world. It is this “wanderlust gene” inme
that hardly allows me to remain confined within the four walls of my shelter at a stretch for
s very long time and constantly urges me pot to spare any single opporiunity to travel
across places. For me, travelling widely across seas, mountains and jungles is not just a
relief from a mundane lifie, but it is an opportunity to reinvent myself, know the unknown,
explore the uncxplored and see the unseen, Since my childhood days, mountains with all its
majesty have always held a special place in my heart. Its mesmerizing beauty, the meandering
hair pinned roads sometimes barren and sometimes thronged with pine trees, unpredictable
weather conditions, jaw dropping landscape, far away from hustle and bustle of a city life-
all these are just an incredible feeling which cannot simply be put in words and hence needs
to be internalized. Very often T have been drawn to the call of mountains from Sikkim to
Shimla. Aizwal to Nainital, Almora, Kausani, Ranikhet. Shillong and a host of such places.
Each mountain is different from the other, Each has its own unigue tale to tell and hence
visit to these places have not only captivated my mind but have always offered me some
new experiences each and every time.

Tt was in 2018, me and my consort arranged for about a 6 day long tnp to Sikkim,
Being a maiden visit to the mountains of Sikkim, often popularly known as a “travellers®
paradise”, thanks to its virgin beauty-this tour has been one of the most memorable trips of
my life. Though we had hit most of the spots in Sikkim, yet this travelogue tries to pen
down enly about our visit to the Gurudengmar Lake, situgted to the north of the
Kanchenjunga range in a high plateau area bridging the Tibetan Plateau as it was a real
wonder to me and ensured us that we take back the choicest of memories.

On arrival st Bagdogra Airport on April 28, 2018 we were transferred to Gangtok, the
capital of Sikkim by car. Gangtok is about 4.30 hours drive from Bagdogra and by the time
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we checked into our hotel there, it was late evening. The next two days were fully at our
disposal to exploreand tour around the city for local sightseeing whichamong others included
Banzakhri Falls, Cottage Industry & Handicraft Centre, Flower Show, Dro-dulChorten,
Hanuman Tok, Shanti and Tashi view point, Ganesh Tok etc. as well as visit to Nathula Pass
and Tsomgo Lake.

The next stop in our itinerary was at Lachen Valley. Accordingly on May 01, 2018, we
started our drive to Lachen from Gangtok. It took around 5 hours to reach there, The road
to Lachen via Chungthang was bumpy but beautiful and was dotted with numerous waterfalls
We reached Lachen in the evening. It's basically a tiny and a remote village in North Sikkim
with a handful of inhabitants. Mostly it is considered as a “base camp™ to travellers for their
forthcoming journey to Thangu Valley, Gurudongmer Lake and the Kala Pathhar. We took
complete rest that day and the very next day in the wee hours we started our journey from
Lachen to Thangu Valley. Located at an altitude of around 13000 feet, Thangu is a quain!
settlement and the last village on the way to Gurudongmer Lake. Covered with blankets of
snow all around, Thargu Valley with all its serenity comprised alpine meadows and fringed
by Teesta River, small wooden houses, military camps- it really offered us a real panoramic
view, At an altitude as high as 13000 feet expecting the presence of any food joint serving
breakfast was a real hooury, However, to our utter surprise, we figured out a few homes
who served as food stops. Householders were busy selling maggi, momos and tea to the
tourists. Being a high altitude ares, we decided to take some rest in one of such food stops
to acclimatize ourselves before proceeding further Although heavily clad in woollens, |
could still hear the sound of my teeth chattering amidst freezing cold. Hot momos and tea
were a real relief to us and as we gulped down those to regain strength, one thing 1 really
could vouch for was that perhaps it was the most sumptuous breakfast we have ever had
particularly in that very ambience, We were advised by the shopkeepers and our driver tc
carry chocolates and few packets of popcorns as a ready remedy to combat altitude sickness
which we willingly abided by.

Afier we crossed the last Army check post, where all formalities were done, we noticed
a dire change in road conditions and the landscape. The burnished roads, the lush green
meadows of Sikkim suddenly disappeared into a “mountain dessert” with a diverse palette
of colour variation. Our Mahindra Bolero tried to whiz through a stony and rocky path with
boulders spread all around and crossed one bunker after the other on our way 10 the lake
Soan we reached “The world's highest cafe at 15000 feet”. Run by the military personnel.
this joint also served hot beverage and veg momos to the travellers. The speciality of the
self serviced cafe was that the momos were all baked by Army Jawans battling the harsk
extreme weather conditions. We made a brief halt here and gobbled a plate of hot momc
before we proceeded further up. As we resumed our journey, we noticed that a furthe:
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deteriorating road condition was waiting for us.
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Confleence of road and the mountain
(Tmage reproduced with due permission from the creator)

Signage for motorists was nowhere in sight and as we sat inside the car with fists
covered in woollen gloves tightly clasped shivering in cold, we seemed just clueless about
where we were heading to. But our driver was confident enough and tried his best 1o keep
our morale high by advising us to preserve our DSLR batiery as according to him the
“heaven on earth” was not far off. As the sight of the majestic snowy peaks of Himalayan
range became more and more prominent, the topography of the place simultaneousty changed
as well. Throughout the drive, our constant travel companions were 3 unicoloured landscape
comprising mostly brown mountsins covered with snow all around and snow fed rivers and
streams flowing alongside. Bright sunfight from the clear sky was getting brilliantly reflected
in the erystal clear water causing it to ghisten like pieces of diamond.

Photo Credit: .l'sJ:u:Lu Bhart&c-hﬂryay
Snow fed streams on the way to Guredongmar Lake
(Image reproduced with due permission from the creator)
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I was so enamoured witnessing this piciurcsque h::.mq.- of nature that hardly dic
realized that we had reached Gurudongmar Lake! Gurudongmar Lake, named after Sal
Guru Padmasambhava according to popular belief'and primarily fed by glaciers is considen
as the most pious among the locals and the water of the lake is believed to have sever
therapeutic properties. It remains frozen almost throughout the year excepting April-Ju
months. As we made a descent to the glacial lake encompassed by snow clad mountains ;
an altitude of 17000 feet, its serenity had left me completely dazed and spellbound.

Photo Credit: Jishnu Bhattacharvay
Gurudongmar Lake
(Tmage reproduced with dwe permission from the creator)

The pellucid blue water of the lake which was cordoned by the Tibetean plateau on or
side and the Indian Himalayan range on the other side reflected the iced mountains from th
sides and the blue sky atop. The sound of colourful prayer flags flapping in the chillin
breeze, tranquillity of the place, breathtaking view of the lake and the mountains made v
completely oblivious of toil we faced on the road to reach the lake. Despite extremely lon
aygen level causing breathing difficulties, buzzing ears, freezing temperature and tremendou
high wind velocity, the spectacular beauty of the spot is really a must watch for ever
mountain lover. No camera could ever do justice to the divine beauty of the place. Howeve:
the chilling wind and the unprecedented heavy snowfall made it literally impossible for ust
stay there for long. Hence we hurriedly had to rush into the car though we wished to st
there for some more time. As we bade adieu to Gurudongmar Lake with a heavy heart,
part of me had still remained there and will always be there amidst the incredible mountair
and the lake as “...a ihing of beauty is a joy of forever...”
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